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iianeuvoring for Influence > within the OeVP 


1, Although a current of dissatisfaction with Leopold Figl as Federal Chancellor 
contimes within the OeVP, there is no prospect of his removal before the 
spring of 1950. A new party convention is scheduled to be held at that tine, 
and it is believed possible that the offices of Bendecparteiobmann and Bundes=- 
kangler, both now heid by Fipl, nay be separated. Figl mizht votain one of 
these positions, or he may be appointed Landeshauptmann of Lover Austria. The 
feeling of the OeVP leadership is that Figlis venovel immediately after the 
olections would have a bad psychological effect. The question of a new term 
for Figl after the elections was not even Giscusscd at the necting of the 
Landesleitung, Vien on 30 hugust 1949.* 


2, Within OeVP rants, vari Gruber and Dr. Heinrich Gleicsner, Landeshauptmann for 
Upper Austria, seem to bs equally fevered as the possible suecessor to Figl. 
Iurdes is not being gonsidered at all as a candidate. Although he is a capable 
and respected man, his time is so taken up with the performance of official 
G@uties that he has ro cpportunity to build up political support; he spends 
Little time in Vienna and does aot heve nach sontaet with fellow party members. 
Of all the OeVP leaders, Gref is clearly making the nost effort to suecced Figl. 
Ile is alleredly attempting to have Figl promoted to the sineeure of Fdderal 
President and is ranevvering to improve hic om position with the OeVP by any 
neans ,#* 


3, Reports that Rudolf Uristofi¢s-ninder, OcUP Menber of Pardienent, will be ex- 
polled from the CeVP are absolutely ~nfeunded. On the contrary, he is s rongly 
supported by Raab, and ithe Bundésloitung is nelking a vigorous effort to have 
vp stofics=Binder competes for an easy victory oa a carefully sclected election 
ticket for Lover Austria, sines he vas not selected for re-election f#um any 
Vienne district. iristefics-Bincer’s election “5 jnportant te the GeVP, since he 
4s the only lNationatrat in the party with vorling class suprort.*** The Dundes- 
leit; is also attemptin: to ensure the election in Lover Austria of Karl Fricsdil 
and Dr. iladine Peunovic, 
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Tova? 


She OST? an’, Hewes Neste 

The opiaion mow of the UsiP Bundesisiumg and ef the group avound Oref is 

at the weolag of the Nazis uy the narty was a mistake, Frits Ziuk recently 
stated that the Juuge Front end its nevssapur, whieh 4s costing 49,000 sehilie 
ings pos isme, are Leth failuves and will be dissolved after the elections, 
Zink eaid tas he wes oppesed to the present policy ef the GeVP ubich permits 
tae foruation of separate orranizations corvesronding to various shades 
epinica within the pevty. In eonnection with the Junge Fyont, it in reported 
that the gewap bas been taging 2 losing battle in ita disiwiet nectings against 
veprosentativss of the Vi (League cf Indepandents) who have been suecessiully 
recruiting potential Juuge Front nembers for their cum crganigation, A suror 
is elrewlating In the Oey? that Dr. Herbert Kraus, leader of the TEU, has 
reesived 3,006,000 sehiilings from the United States as a centribridea to his 
eLection caupelvn fund, 

dhe Moveseliot Group within the OoVP 

A Meravchiat element whieh has been achive within the CevP has recently been 
foxmed into a subordinate section eplled "Refarst fir Cesterreichische Gesciiehts 
vad Volkstrm,” sor, more porllariy, "Traditionsreforat," The leader of the grour 
is Friedrich Ritter von Wiesner, a former state ottorney and Austrian Porsiga 


' Servies officer, Betwoom the last two wars, ho wis a lialecs agent betuesn 


Avchiuke Otte of Heusbusg and high-ranking Austwilan govocnmen’s officials, It 
is ctasidered iikely that Wlesasr is in eemmtact with Keaus of the YoU, The Idex 
ioe the formation of this section originated ulth Felin Huvdes and Dr. Alfred — 
Kasanags ite most active organizer has been Fran Prefesser Bistel, The OcYP 

has emecuraged the "fraditionereferat” which 29 considered a safety valve for 
ie aa tendencies within the party and elso 2 scunter-balance against the 
Nagis. 


The nucleus ef ths new Mersrechist section iu the “sVP has been foswad by 
warping wwe already existing organizations, One, the Ussterrolechisase 
Cetslnusshalt, has 500 yembers. ‘The leaders of this group ave Kaorner in Graz, 
Wiiheim Sclwldt in Salzburg, and Dr, Hittel end Dr, Sauer im Vieona, Sauer 
is the president of the organiveatien and a pianist of same reputation, The 
ergamizecion publishes a uugagine ealied Bic Netiog. The secoad orgonization 
4s called Nelmatland and i: mainly « biking sucicty, Its prasident is Erieh 
Saumer of ing, bat the veal isader is Maria aug of Views, who acts as 
seeretazy, A Gol, Bacasner of Vierun is sn active menber, 


Meetings of the seetior so far hove indieated an interest fm a sentinental 
recevsteuction of Monarchist dnourte, rather than omy pesttilve pragram for 

the Betove, and the sesiicn eareles no weighs politiealiy, At a meeting held 
recently, Grat's representative im the seetion, Frits Poleas, rade an elequent 
spegehk, whieh was voll received, in faver of the old days in Vienna under the 
Hapsbusgs. When @ nese conc iructive prosran uas suggested by Dr, Allred Myssan: 


of the Gerterreishiseher Verlag, however, 1% received no support from the manbe.:s 
of the scetion. 
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ates frat at the meeting of OslP Vienna 
headquertsrs on 30 August 1949, 16 was unanimously desided to eprose a now 
term Tor Tigh after the elections. 


me Comment: This account of sundidates fow Pigi's position does not agree 
with a report from another source which gives the Partwyr’s Mirst choles as 
Gruber, second choles, Hurdes, and third cholee, Glelssner. Graf's uame is 
emitted entirely from the Iist. 


ME Cocments The veport of Keistefics-Binter's azpuleion from the CelP, 
although supported im the press, is in diveet confiiet with ar account fron 
arother soures wales enpfatiealiy reports that Kristofics-Biader has been 
Giacopes Geom the OsVP, The sams source goos on to say Guat an attempt to retain 
hig seat im Paviienent by offering 2 100,CO0? seidiiing Ineibe to the 0eIP vas 


unsuccessful, AG all evens, hovever, Kristostecs-Biudests name dees not appear 
on the nevily published electoral lists for Lever Austria. The Os¥P is reporved 
to have dropped Kristefice-Binder in order to areld an avkward situation, since 
4% had been learned that the Socialists interzed to single cut KristoNes-Bindex 
‘fer violent atiack during the election campaign. He was allegedly responsible 
for arranging a meeting in 1946 betweea Raab and Fig] on ove side and Ernst 
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